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REPUBLIC COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2024 

 

The Republic County Commission met in regular session on Monday, October 14, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. at the Republic 

County Courthouse. Commissioners present were Melvin Jeardoe and Doug Garman. Edwin Splichal was absent. Clerk 

Kathleen Marsicek was present to record the minutes. Deb Hadachek from the Belleville Telescope monitored most of the 

meeting. 

The meeting was called to order and attendees pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 

  

Pastor Kevin Westin, Munden Zion Evangelical Church, offered Morning Prayer.  

 

Commissioner Garman made a motion to approve the agenda with an addition of discussion regarding the US Hwy 36 

turning lane request by CVA project. Commissioner Jeardoe seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Jeardoe made a motion to approve the minutes from October 7. Commissioner Garman seconded the motion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Clerk Marsicek announced that the pending exemption for the wind towers is still pending per Board of Tax Appeal (BOTA). 

The new valuation of Republic County for October 1st is $94,512,056 which is an increase of $20,296 from the June 

valuation. The increase is due to additional personal property additions. 

 

Terry Loos, Leiftert Construction, visited with the commissioners regarding damage to one of the side panels of the front 

steps. Leiftert construction is responsible for repairing the damage. 

 

Susan Aaron, task force, presented the Christmas gift card places to choose from. The plan is to give gift cards to the 

employees before Thanksgiving. 

 

Robyn Carlson, Honorable Mayor of Courtland, presented her quarterly report from Courtland. 

• Carlson requested some asphalt for the streets of Courtland.  

• Courtland held their Fall Fest last week and it was a considerable success. 

• Several people have been using the Air B&B’s in Courtland while working at  the CVA project. 

• Carlson thanked the commissioners for all the support for projects in the Courtland area. 

• Commissioner Garman asked Carlson to contact Senator Elaine Bowers on behalf of the City of Courtland regarding 

the request to install turning lanes on US Hwy 36 near the new CVA business. 

 

Ken Robbins presented for review, Highway, Transportation, Bridge, and turbine project information: 

• The weekly community concerns and projects completed report. 

• Robbins presented a wage increase for John Murdock as a promotion to operator 2 status. 

• Robbins stated that road crews have completed the sealing of the scheduled roads. 

• The bridge inspectors are reviewing bridge X-27.2. Yet to be installed are the guardrails and additional dirt for the 

abutments. 

• Robbins reported that Cloud County should have a new trucking company to transport the solid waste to the 

Hams facility by January. 

• Robbins shared that the new asset management software has been installed and his office staff will be trained to use 

the software during the rest of this week. 

Raymond Raney, Emergency Management Director, reported that he contacted Rolling Hills in regard to using the new 

tower. Before the new tower can be installed, a Geotech survey must be completed. There will need to be legal easements 

drawn up by the County Attorney. Raney will contact Justin Ferrell about what the location is of the easements. 

Commissioner Garman made a motion to get the survey arranged and the legal documents completed. Commissioner 

Jeardoe seconded the motion. Motion carried. 



 

2 
 

Raney asked if the commissioners have approved the purchase of a new plotter. If so, the ARPA funds could be used to 

purchase the plotter. 

Commissioner Jeardoe made a motion to approve the purchase of a plotter for $4,773.75 and to use the ARPA funds. 

Commissioner Garman seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Raney announced that Pierce Electronics will install the new courthouse antenna this week. 

Raney presented an updated ARPA fund sheet and suggested that the request for new safety panic buttons for the courthouse 

could be included along with the addition of a camera in the District Court Clerk’s office. 

Commissioner Garman made a motion to approve the purchase of the new panic buttons and the camera. The ARPA funds 

are to be used to cover the purchase. 

With all agenda items completed, Commissioner Garman made a motion to adjourn at 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Jeardoe 

seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

The next meeting will be on Monday, October 21, 2024, beginning at 8:30 a.m. at the Republic County Courthouse in the 

Commissioners’ boardroom. 

 

ATTEST: ________________________       APPROVED:   __________________________ 

 Kathleen L. Marsicek, County Clerk                    Melvin Jeardoe, Chairperson 

 

                       __________________________ 

                        Doug Garman, Member 

 

                       __________________________   

                                                     Edwin Splichal, Member 


